
', o'·: "Donawa. Mana" <Mana OONAWA@sl unoversalservtce org> 
~, ,,, o: RE NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

De•~ January 24, 2012 8'59,16 PM EST 
i o "Paul Le" <erate apps@gmail com> 

The cla•m form •s not from NY State Department of Educatton, Can you provide the LEA code for the school? 

From: Paul Le [matlto:erate.apps@gmatl.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 3:36PM 
To: Donawa, Mana 
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CfTY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Mana. 

I wtll conttnuc to follow up wtth htm. but tn the meanttmc. I would apprectate an explanatton as to why this latest submtsstOn doesn't suffice 
To me. 1t meets Option L and there is also a letter verifying the data, 

Opt ton 1 If the school parttctpates m the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). please provide a signed copy (preferably b}' the 
l'rincipal, Vice-Principal, Superintendent or Director of Food Services) of a Reimbursement Claim Form that the school sends to the 
state each month as part of thctr parttctpatton tn the program Make sure that the following three ttcms are tdenttfied on the clatm form 

a. The entity name 
b. The total number of students enrolled at the entity 
c. The total number of students eligible for participation in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program for the entity 
1 

2 If the school dtstnct fills out an aggregate clatm form for the school. please provide a signed letter on school letterhead from 
a ~chool official (preferably the Superintendent or other chief school official) that list~ the enrollment and Free/Reduced information 
for each school in the district. The enrollment and Free/Reduced information provided in your letter should match the 
information that appears on the claim form. 

On Jan 24. 2012. at 12-54 PM. Donawa. Maria wrote 

Paul. 

Per our procedures department the documentatiOn ts not acceptable 
Please forward the mformatton to the Mr, Hetmsworth for validation, 

Mana Donawa 
A~soctate Manager. PIA 
30 Lamdex Plaza Westj Pars1ppany. N.l 07054 
I 973 581 5081 I F 973,599 6578 
llldtnld\\ au "l t!Ill\ L'r .... ah;;!' Ill' (~! i' 

-----Ongmal Message-----
From Paul Lc Jm •• illo ,,,,,lc' "PI" u !,illldtl LPlll/ 

Sent Tuesda). January 24.2012 12:32 PM 
To Donawa. Mana 
SubJect Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Hi Mana. 

Attached t~ the letter and the meal clatm forms for NYC Montessori 
Please let me know tf that resolves the issue, 

Also. tt wasn't clear from your last ~::ma1l whether Bnghter Chotec 
Charter Mtddlc School consorttum moved forward at 90% cligtbthty. smce 



you only wrote that both apphcauons were completed Please confirm or 
let me know what IS missmg wllh the documentation 

Conlidenuahty Notice The mformauon m this e-mml and any attachments thereto IS mtcnded for the named rcc1p1ent(s) only Th1s e-ma1L 
mcludmg any attachments. may contam mformation that is privileged and confidential and subject to legal rcstncuons and penalties rcgardmg 
Its unauthonzed dtsclosure or other usc. If you are not the mtended rcc1pient, you arc hereby notified that any d1sclosure. copying, 
d1stnbuuon. or the takmg of any action or inaction m rehance on the contents ofth1s e-mail and any of its attachments IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED If you have rcce1vcd this e-ma1l in error, please Immediately notify the sender v1a return e-mail. delete th1s e-mail and all 
allachments from your e-ma1l system and your computer system and network. and destroy any paper cop1es you may have m your possession 
Thank you for your cooperation 



f•om Paul Le <erate apps@gmail com> 
Subw:: Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Do:e January 28, 2012 4 59 07 PM EST 
1 c "Donawa. Mana" <Mana DONAWA@sl umversalservace.org> 

HaMana. 

Then LEA code IS 3207 0086 1005 

Meeei¥Bti i tHli~\1etsd 

FEB ' 1!0'3 
FCC Mall Room 

The problem wath New York Crty based pubhc school and Charter schOols that elect to use the crty's meal program as that there as NO haasmg darectly wath the NYSED an 
terms of free/reduced lunCh What do you advase as the best practace (or what as the practice of public or NYC-based schools) to move thas forward, because there are 
dehnrtely 80% FRPL 

p 

On Jan 24, 2012. at 8 59 PM, Donawa. Mana wrote 

The cia am form as not from NY State Department of Educataon. Can you provade the LEA code for the school? 

From: Paul Le [mailto erate.apps@gmaal com] 
Sent: Tuesoay, January 24, 2012 3 36 PfV1 
To: Donawa, Mana 
Subject: Re NEIN YORK CITY l--10NTESSOR! CHP.RTER SCHOOL 

\ i.trtd 

I \\all umllnuc· 1<1 lollo\1 up \\llh ham but m th..: mc:antlmc. I \\OU!d apptccaal~: an ~::-.planatlml '" 1<1 \Ill\ tha' lall:'t 'llhtnh,l<lll du_:,n'l 'ulltc, 
I o me 1\ ntcct' l lplton l .md thctc "<1ho" kttet \'\:rti\ 111g th~ data 

I lpil<ll\ l lltk 'chuul p.uttctp-ttL'' If\ tlh: '.auonal "-choollunch l'togr.nn il\:~!1'1. plca,c prmid~ a 'igncd cop~ (prcl~nthh ll\ the 
l'nm ipal. \ i~~-l'rim ipal. ~up~rintendcnt ur f)ir·c('tm· of huu.l ~cr. icc') nf a l{cimhurscmcnt ('I ann I· orm that th-: 'chou! ,,·nd, lu tile 
,t,llc L'ollh 1111111\h ~~' p.trt llf thctr p.tttll.:tpaliulltll the ptogram i\Ja!,.: 'urc that th~ i<lil<n\tllg thtc~: tlcnh ;nc td.:nlll.tcd tllt tlw ci,lllli 1\lrtlo 

a. 'I he entit~ name 

h. l'hc total numhcr of \ludcnl\ enrolled at the clllit~ 

c I he totalnumhcr· of \lutlent\ cligihlc for participation in the Free or Hcduccd I .unch l'r·ogr·am lm· till' cntit~ 

~ It the '"11'"'1 dhtrtt:t fill' llllt .tll .tg!,'t\,gatc l'lamt form !'or the ,choul. plca~c pro\'idc a •i!!ncd letter on ,cltoollcllcrhcad from a 
..,.·honlnflinal \prcferahl~ the <.,uiJCrintcndcnt or nthcr l'hicf school o1licial) thatli\h the enrollment and Frcc/Hcduccd infonnatilln 
lor each •chooltn the di,tricl. I he enrollment and Frecfltednl'c<l infor·mntinn prm idcd in \our letter ~houltl match the inlormattnn 
that appear' on thtc claim fm·m. · 

I (Jnl.ul:·l ]l•l~ <~I I~ 'i~ l'\1 Dnn.J\\;t.\lJlht\\rnlc 

l'.nll 

I'" <HI! ptuccdutc> dcp.!!tilktlt th.: uucumcnt.ltton ''not aLTL'ptahk 
!'tc.i'c' lot \lard the tnlmnratl<ltl to the '\It I krnl'\\orth IPt \:.lltdatt<l\1 

\ t.tru I luno~\\" 
\ ...... ul'Jclll' \Lln,l~.._': Pl \ 
;, I I .mr<ll'\ Pi:u.t \\ ,·,t l'<tt 'ljlfld!l\ '>.I tl71i'i-l 
I q;; 'SI .<trXI I <J7.; ''J'I 6'7X 

t11dnt\,l\\ ~l u .... \ lll11\ cJ .... dl-..c!' H ... ~ 01 o 

-----{ )JJ~I!ld) ,\h.> "d1-!L'-----

i '"lll i'.tui It lm:nltn >rat~ ,tPP' o gm<Jli 1'<'1111 
'>c'llt I uc"l," idl\U,\1\ :-t ~111: 1: ;:: l't1.i 
II' l lon,t\\ a \ Lur.~ 



i i. \ 1.!1 !d 

\t!dc'hcd h th: k!i..:! :md the llh\1; ciJilll iollll• to:'\\( \·h>lll~'""' 

!l! .... t-- .... i.._·t 111l' kt10\\ tl th.lt t~,.;-,llh C"- thL· t...,...,uc 

\l,u 11 "·''11'1lk.u IH>IIl "'III i.l'i clll.lll \\ll..:th~l lltl~ht-:1 C'ho1cc 
('l•.lltl'' \llt.luk ..,,1\ool cllll,llllillllllllll\c'd lll!\\,\ld ,\1 9()'',, cllgiillllt\ 'lllcl' 

"'u (lllh "'"tc 1ha1 bntll .tppi!<:.ltltlll• \\l'lt: uHnplch:d l'k:l'c'Ullliillll Ill 
k'lllll' I t\(H\ \\ h.lt 1..., 1111-..··,Jll!; \\ !\h lh-.· dnl.U11h.'11ldtl\lt\ 

'OIIJilkllil.tlil\ '''till' I he llll\lrlll:lil(l!l lllthh C-lll!Jtl .!lid ,\tl\ alt.tlllllll'llh lhCil'l\ll' llltl'lllkd ''"the lhl\11\:d \Cdplt:l\\l'l (l\\1' i 11!, ,-lll n 1 

mclliJI\1~ ,l\l\ .llt<~Lhmcnh nt,l\ Ullllilllill\lmtn.tllllllthait' ptl\ilcgcd Jnd umfidc·llt!Jl c~Hd 'ithJn'll<' kg<~ltc·,llllli<'il'• .u1ll p~n.tilk'' 

1.::-'.udtn~· 1\"-. tl11.Hllho;t;cd dt...,<..lo-..un.: 1JI t)thct tP~l' If \lHI ar:.· not thl· tnt~rH.kd ICl:lf'lH:llt \Oll ,UL h~h:b' JHllltt....:d lhdt .lll\ dh .. k'"lll ... ' L1';n n·:.. 
tfi,lllhllllUll Ul thl' Lti,Jil~ u! ,H1\ d~..'tlOil Dl llldl.tlPU II\ H .. .'IJd111..'l' on thl' LO!l\L.:t1b ol t{ll"'l'-nlai! ~md dll\ nr\1 ..... ,\tlad~IH~Iii-. !'- '-, i !{J( ! 1 '1 

!'i< t 1' ill \I ll I) II 'lll\ iJa, ,. fCLc'\\ cd th1' L'-111,111 111 :.:not pk.hc mtllt<:Lli.tll.;i' nntd\ th.' 'l'lltkr \1:1 return L-111.111. ,L k't,· tli1 .• -n;,u' .nhl ,;I· 
.H l .. h. \WK'IH" ! I\ '111 \ \HJi \..'-111.lll "'' -.\._'!11 .md : Ulll LOillplllL'I "' '"'llL'tll ~1nd t1L'1\\ orL. and d-.:'"'11\tl\ ,Hl\ pi.tp...:t tnpl~o'-.. \ 1HI l1la\ h.!\ t. !tl \Oil' 

pn ... -.,..·..,,Jon \ h.111k 'uu 101 \ Plll conp~1 t~ltPn 



;:,a., Paul Le <erate apps@gmall com>·· 
Suo;ec: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

:Ja•c January 28, 2012 5 00 37 PM EST 
, c "Wmston E H1msworth" <Whlmsworth@e-ratecentraLcom> 

H1Win, 

Rece\\led & \nspected 

fEB 1 1 20'3 

FCC Mail Room 

1 AttactHnent 2 G MB 

Hope you are well ThiS 1S my second request. can you please validate thiS school's status as a 90% school or let me know what add1t1onal 
documentation you need to do so? They are a school that opened Fall 2011 

Beg1n forwarded message. 

From: Paul Le <erate apos:f<·gmat! com> 
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 
Date: January 24 2012 12 32 04 PM EST 
To: ":Jonawa Mana· <tJiBtta DONAW" Nsi un1versalserv1ce org> 

t.ttache::lts the 1ette1 and t11e meal clatm forms tor NYC Montesson Please let me know tf that resolves the tssue 

!\!SG 1\ wasn t clea· rrom you• last ema11 whetner Bnghter Cho1ce Chartet Mtddle School consort1um moved forward at 90°o elt;itb:ltty stnc.e yet. 
only wrote tha; ootr1 applications were completed Please contlfm or let me know what IS miSSing w1tt1 the documemat•on 

011 "an 2.1 2012 at 10 26 Afo/1 Donawa Mana wrote 

I nave not gotten a response from Mr Hermswortn 

!Viana Donawa 
i\ssoctate IVIanaget PI!\ 
30 Lamdex Plaza \f\lest 1 Parsippany NJ 07054 
T 973 581 5081 IF 973 599 6578 
rndoncw. ac~·sl un1versa\servlce OiCJ 

···<)ngtnal Message ..... 
i=1orr 0 aul Le (matlto erate apps@gmall com] 
Sen! lvlonoay January 23 2012 12 5Ll PM 
Tc :Jonawa lv1ana 
Suotect Re Ni:v\' YORi' CIT'! MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

:-;,rv\arra 

Wm was cc eo on the other ema11 so 1 trust he can validate 

In tne rT1eant1me I'm 11eaoed over to lv1ontessorl today and get the letter 
you were 1ook1ng ror I'll send tnat over for your rev1ew thiS evenmg 
ana rt tnat doesn't settle the 90°,o drscount eligibility then maybe we 
::a'1 try and touch base over tne pnone on Weonesday to resolve mrs 

p 

On Jar 23 20· 2 at,., 45 AM Donav1a Marla wrote 

Mr Le, 

Both apphcat1ons have been completed The 1nformat1on to validate the 
discount for NYC Montesson IS not acceptable. If you can have the 

1'-JY 

I state erate coordinator validate that the document you prov1ded 1s 



I I 
acceptable I will pull the appltcatton back The nottltca!lon of the 
dtscount modification does not have due date It IS just a 

not·frcat.on ! I am available today to answer any questiOns you have 

,, Mana Donawa 
ASSOCiate Manager, PIA 
30 Lan1dex Plaza West I Parsippany, NJ 07054 
T 973 581 5081 I F 973 599.6578 II II ci:C.,J>'lv!c•! ·s' ur.•ve·salse•v·~e oro 

I I I I 
I I 

-----Ong1na1 Message-----
From Paul Le [mailto erate.apps®gmail com] 
Sent Monday, January 23, 2012 11 13 AM 
To Donawa, Mana 
SubJect T1me for a call? 

II 
II 
i I 
11 

H1 Mana, 

1

1 

I Is there a t1me today or Wednesday that we can schedule a call and 
touch base over the phone? It's unclear to me what you need to move 

! 1 both Bnghter Cho1ce and NYC Montesson forward 
II 
I I P :I 
! ! 

II , I 
I I 

I 
Confidentiality Not1ce The mformatlon 1n thiS e-ma11 and any 

a:mcr'rPems tnere:o ·~~ nte•wed •or tne named rec1prent(SJ only Th•s 
e-~·ar. r::c:lc~drn:; ar1y at:ac:11ments may contarn rnformatron that rs 
:Jrrvrrege:> ar·a conf;dentra' ano subject to legal restrrctrons and 
uenalt es :ega•dr'1g 1ts unauthor•zed drsctosure or other use If you 
are no: ~rte ·n:er;oec rec:p1ent you are hereby not1f1ed that any 
o·s=:osu:" cooyrng orstrroutlon or tne takrng of any actron or 
,r,a:::t:on 'n 'er;ance 011 tt1e CO'ltents oi thrs e-rnarl and any of 1ts 
attacnmen:s rs SF11C7 _" PROrliBITED If you have recerved thrs e-marl111 

I 
erro 01ease rmmed1atery notrty the sender v1a return e-ma11 delete 
trr5 e-mar, ana ali attacnments from your e-ma11 system and your 

! 
con·mute: systen; iir>G networ v and aestroy any paper cop1es you may have 
'" vet.:' iJOssess:or' Tnanl vou for your cooperatiOn 

II 
I 



"rcr: "W1nston E H1msworth" <Whlmsworth@e-ratecentral com> 
~uu:rc: RE NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

~'"'" January 29, 2012 11 18 26 AM EST 
c "Oonawa. Mana" <MDONAWA@sl umversa1serv1ce org> 

c:. "'Paul Le'" <erate apps@gmall.com> 

Mana, 

NYC Montesson School1s now listed 1n the NYSED Ch1ld Nutnt1on System under the NYC Chancellor's Off1ce. 

. .. &. \ft'~~Qiee 
\\et\!1\"flv 

ft~ '' t~'~ 
fCC Ma\\ Room 

The NSLP mformat1on reported for November (106 students- 94 eligible), for example, IS consistent w1th the discount mformat1on prov1ded to you 
separately by the School. 

Wm Himsworth 
E-Rate Central 

516-801-7801 

From: Paul Le [mallto:erate.apps@gmall.com] 
sent: Saturday, January 28, 2012 5:01 PM 
To: W1nston E. H1msworth 
Subject: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

1-h Win. 

Hope you arc well lbts IS my second request: can you please validate th1s school's status as a 90% school or let me know what addnwnal 
documentallon you need to do so? They are a school that opened Fall 20 I I 

Begm forwarded message 

From: Paul Le <erate apps@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 
Date: January 24, 2012 12:32:04 PM EST 
To: "Donawa, Maria" <Mana DONAWA@sl.untversalservlce.org> 

H1 Mana. 

Attached 1s the lener and the meal cla1m fonns for NYC Montcsson Please let me know 1fthat resolves the 1ssue 

Also. 11 wasn't clear from your last email whether Bnghtcr Cho1ce Charter Middle School consortium moved forward at 90% chg1bllll}. >tnce 
you only wrote that both apphcauons were completed Please confirm or let me know what is m1ssmg wnh the documentation 



From: "Donawa, Maria" <Mana DONAWA@sl umversalserv1ce org> 
Subject: RE NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Date: January 29, 2012 11·26 17 AM EST 
To: "Paul Le" <erate apps@gmall com> 

Paul, 

The application is already in the wave so will have to file an appeal. 

Maria Donawa 
Associate Manager, PIA 
·C l arHdex Plan~ West! Pws~ppany, NJ 070D4 
l 973 '581 50M1 j f q73 50'~ 6!}7') 
mdonawa@sl.universalservice.org 

From: Paul Le [mailto:erate.apps@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2012 4:S9 PM 
To: Donawa, Maria 
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Hi Maria, 

Their LEA code is: 3207 0086 1005. 

The problem with New York City based public school and charter schools that elect to use the city's meal program is that there is NO liaising 
directly with the NY SED in terms of free/reduced lunch. What do you advise is the best practice (or what is the practice of public or NYC­
based schools) to move this forward. because there are definitely 80% FRPL. 

p 

On Jan 24, 2012, at 8:59PM, Donawa, Maria wrote: 

The claim form is not from NY State Department of Education. Can you provide the LEA code for the school? 

From: Paul Le [mailto:erate.apps@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 3:36PM 
To: Donawa, Mana 
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Maria, 

I will continue to follow up with him. but in the meantime, I would appreciate an explanation as to why this latest submission doesn't suffice. 
To me, it meets Option I, and there is also a letter verifYing the data: 

Option I. If the school participates in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), please provide a signed copy (preferably by the 
Principal, Vice-Principal, Superintendent or Director of Food Services) of a Reimbursement Claim Form that the school sends to the 
state each month as part of their participation in the program. Make sure that the following three items are identified on the claim form: 

a. The entity name 
b. The total number of students enrolled at the entity 
c. The total number of students eligible for participation in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program for the entity 
1. 

2. If the school district fills out an aggregate claim form for the school, please provide a signed letter on school letterhead from 
a school official (preferably the Superintendent or other chief school official) that lists the enrollment and Free/Reduced information 
for each school in the district. The enrollment and Free/Reduced information provided in your letter should match the 
information that appears on the claim form. 

On Jan 24, 2012, at 12:54 PM, Donawa, Maria wrote: 



Paul. 

Per our procedures department the documentation ts not acceptable 
Please for\\'ard the mlormatwn to the Mr Heimsworth for validation. 

Mana Donawa 
As:-.octate Manager. PIA 
30 l.amdc:-. Plaza West I Parstppany. N.l 07054 
I 973 581 5081 I F 973 599.6578 
:lhi!'TLI\\d ({ ,j t!Jll\l . .'f...,(l\..,c!\ !Ct . .' PI~ .. 

-----Ongmal Message-----
From Paul Le llll.uiJ,, (t.th .tpp'" ~tt1,ulun11j 
Sent Tuesday. January 24.2012 12 32 PM 
To Donawa. Mana 
SubJect Rc NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

H1 Mana. 

Attached "the letter and the meal clann forms for NYC Montesson 
Plea~c let me kno\\' 1fthat resolves the 1ssue 

Also. 11 wasn't clear from your last cma1l whether Brighter Chmcc 
Charter M1ddlc School consorttum moved forward at 90% ehg1bility. since 
~ ou on I~ \HOte that both apphcauons were completed Please confim1 or 
let me know what IS m1ssmg With the documentation 

Conlidcnualll) Nottce The mformat1on m th1s e-mail and any attachments thereto IS mtendcd for the named rec1p1cnt(s) onl~ Th1s c-ma1l. 
mcludmg any attachments. may contam tnformation that 1s pnvilegcd and confidenttal and subject to legal rcstnct1ons and pcnalt1es rcgardmg 
11:-. unauthorved disclosure or other use If you arc not the mtcnded recipient, you arc hereby nottfied that any disclosure. cop) mg. 
d1stnbutton. or the takmg of any actton or mactton m reliance on the contents of th1s c-matl and any of tts attachments 1s STRICTI. Y 
PROHIBITED If you have rece1vcd this c-matl m error. please immedtately not1fy the sender vta return e-ma1l. delete th1s e-ma1l and all 
attachments from your e-matl system and your computer system and network. and destroy any paper cop1es you may have 111 vour posscs>~on 
Thank you for~ our cooperation. 



Paul Le <erate.apps@gmall.com> 
Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 
January 29, 2012 12 13.24 PM EST 
"Donawa, Maria" <Mana.DONAWA@sl.universalservice.org> 
"Winston E. Himswonh" <Whimswor1h@e-ratecentral.com> 

AeGiiV~d 6 iRit~ijatad 

rEB , 1 i0\3 

FCC Mall Room 

H1 Mana, 

Thai's rather unfa~r, especially Since the data and documentation provided to you showed no evidence lhatlhe school was NOT eligible at 90% (but rather, the reverse). 
we were waiting on Mr. Himsworth to validate the data, there was a deadline of 1131112to submrt additional documentation, and you stated 1n your own emalis that"lf you 
can have the NY state erate coordinator validate that the document you provided IS acceptable I will pull the application back. The notitication of the discount modlficahon 
does not have due date. It is JUsl a notification." 

To that end, I'm requesbng that the applicabOn be pulled so that it can be moved forward and funded at90% and not put altha bottom of the pile at 20%. If that won, be 
done, I Will escalate the matter. 

p 

On Jan 29,2012, at 11 26 AM, Donawa, Mana wrote. 

Paul. 

The dppl>cat>on 15 already 1n the wave so w1ll have to file an appeal 

M.u1t1 Donawa 
A'iSOC!atc Manager, PIA 

mdonawa@sl umversalservlce org 

From: Paulle :rna1lto e1ate appstl>lgmail com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2012 4 59 Pl'1 
To: Donawa, Mana 
Subject: Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

I I! \t.ll!.l. 

I ill II l I \ Ullk " 1207 IH)X(l I ()()'i 

r hc· jl!llhl.:m \\ llh \.c\\ Ymk (II\ b.!,l'd puhllc 'chool .IIHI ch.trtl'l 'chooh th,ll elect to,,,, till' lilY'' mc.tl Jllilglal11 "th.llth.:tc I'\,()~, "'ln.· 

d11 u 11\ "1111 tilc \,) \I J) 111 1c1 rn, ot t 1 cl' ll'diiLcd lunch \Vhal do you :t<h "c " 1 ill· ill''! pt.1Clll'l' ( '" "hat " thl' p1 dl lit l' ,,f puhl1c "' \, 1 I 
h.t'L·d ,,iJ,H>h)to liHI\l' till' lol\\,lld. bcc.tu'c thl'll' dll' dl'linlll'iy XO"., IRI'I. 

I' 

On l,1n 2~ ~012 .. 11 ~ .'i'J 1'\•1. J)on,l\\,1. \lttll.l \\lOll' 

The c!a1m form" not from NY State Depdrtment of Educat1on Can you prov1de the LEA code for the ;chooP 

From: Paul Le I ma1lto erate.aops@gmall.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 3 36 PM 
To: Donawa, Ma11a 
Subject: Re NEW YORK CITY f'!ONfESSORl CHARTER SCHOOL 

\l.lll.l 

ll\liiLOilltlll!; Ill !nil"" up \\1\h illlll butllllhl' JllC,llllllllc I \\Ollid .lpJ11l'll.ill' .l!ll'\Pi.t!l,llllHl '"Ill \\hv till' ldll''l 'ubnt"''"n d".:"' I ''"'"c 
I u !lll..'. r[ lll~Lh ()p!llHl I .. md tllL'Il' !" .tl"o .1 letter \cnfylfl!! th~...· d.ttct 

(lp~'"n I lllih 'Cil<H•I p.trllllp.lll' 1rtlhl· \.,llHIJt,tl '>cltoolltllllh l'lll!!l.llll ('\:'-;1 l').pll'll\l' pnnidc a-.ignl•d l'OP~ (prl'lt·r·ahl~ ll\ rht 
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21 November 2012 

Via Fax 
Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Libraries Division- Correspondence Unit 
30 Lanidex Plaza West 
P.O. Box 685 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-0685 

Re: Appeal ofF orm 486 Application 919230 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Received & lnspeeted 

FEB 11 2013 

FCC Mail Room 

New York City Montessori Charter School, with Billed Entity Number 16061735, 
submits this appeal of its determination on its Form 486. 

We respectfully request that USAC revert the service start date of the associated Form 
486 Application Number 919230 from 2 May 2012 to 1 July 20 II. The school 
successfully appealed a denial of funds 
and per 

It then received a Revised Funding Commitment Decision Letter on June 22, 20 I2 and 
then filed its Form 486 within the I20 day timeframe from that letter. 

The summary tables and exhibits below provide the required information necessary for 
this appeal. 

If you have any additional questions or require more documentation concerning our 
applications, the best point of contact is our E-rate consultant, Paul Le, whose contact 
information is also posted below. 

s4~ 
Paurf:: , 

Consultant 

Attachments: Contact Information 
Appeal Information and Explanation 
Exhibits A-H 

1 
New York City Montessori Charter School 

416 Willis Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10454 
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Required Elements for Appeal 

Contact Information 
Appellant/Organization Name New York City Montessori Charter School 
Billed Entity Number 16061735 
Contact Person Name Paul Le 
Contact Mailing Address 342 East 1191

h St., Suite 3A 
New York, NY 10035 

Contact Phone Number 347.772.8553 
Contact Email Address (preferred) cratcra\: hartcrschool i ncuhator.org 

Appeal Information and Explanation 
Funding 2011 
Year 
Application Form 486 Application Number 919230, dated 2 October 2012 
Number 
Funding Based on Form 471 Number 816793 
Request 2220999- Verizon Wireless (143000677) 
Numbers 

2221020- Broadview Networks Holdings, Inc. ( 143008617) 
and Service 
Providers 2221036- Cablevision Systems Corporation ( 143007246) 
(SPIN) 2221175- Verizon Wireless (143000677) 
Appeal The Form 486 incorrectly provided a service start date of 2 May 2012, as 
Reason opposed to the July 1, 2011 service start date. The letter cites a 120-day 

deadline, but USAC issued a revised FCDL for reversing denied funds based 
on an appeal. USAC did not provide any information in two separate 
communications made to USAC and the Administrator on appeal, as to 
whether the school should submit its Form 486 based upon its original or to 
wait for the revised FCDL. 

Requested Reset the service start date to July 1, 2011 for all above associated FRNs. 
Outcome 
Appeal Background: The revised FCDL was the product of an appeal of an error by 
Explanation USAC, where the PIA reviewer attempting to validate the school"s NSLP 

data and discount eligibility of90% did not wait for the state's E-rate 
Coordinator to validate the school"s NSLP data. Instead, she funded the 
school's Form 471 at 20%, which, to a first year school participating in the 
E-rate program, a denial of 70% of eligible funds. See Exhibit B. 

The school requests that its Service Start Date be reinstated to .July 1, 2011. 

2 
New York City Montessori Charter School 

416 Willis Avenue 
Bronx. New Yor" 10454 



The following factors support this appeal: 

I. The school filed a timely Form 486 based on the revised FCDL dated 
22 June 2012. The school filed the Form 486 on 30 August 2012, well 
within the 120 day deadline under that letter. Because of the factors 
explained in points 2 and 3, the school felt compelled to wait until the 
issuance of an RFCDL per its interpretation of the Administrator's Decision 
on appeal. 

2. The school sought and did not receive any information from USAC as 
to whether to submit the Form 486 within the original or the revised 
Funding Commitment Decision Letter. 

The school received the Administrator's appeal decision via mail on 29 May 
2012, one day before the Form 486 tiling window deadline based on the 
original FCDL. That Jetter, Exhibit C, approved the school's request to fund 
the associated FRN's at 90%. 

The language of the letter was unclear as to whether the school needed to tile 
the Form 486 within the window of the original FCDL, or wait until 
receiving an RFCDL. The letter states that ''If the original FCDL approved 
fimding in part for the services covered by this appeal, the 120 deadline for 
filing Forms 486 is determined based on the data of the original FCDL that 
approved funding for the request(s). However, if the original FCDL denied 
funding tor the services covered by this appeal, Forms 486 cannot be tiled 
until you have received your RFCDL.'' 

The language above is unclear. The FCDL in Exhibit A both approved and 
denied funding for the school. It approved 20% of the funding but denied the 
larger 70%. The Jetter is also unequivocal in stating that Forms 486 cannot 
be tiled until an RFCDL is received where funds were denied. 

Within eight hours of receiving the appeal decision, Paul Le, the school's E­
rate consultant made two separate communications both USAC and the 
administrator who reviewed the school's appeal, to seek clarification: should 
the school should submit its Form 486 based upon its original or to wait for 
the revised FCDL? 

Neither USAC nor the Administrator provided any information, so the school 
opted to wait to receive the RFCDL. Mr. Le called the USAC Help Line on 
29 May 2012 to seek further clarification. S~~ Exhibit D. Mr. Le relayed 
the facts and deadlines and sought guidance as to when the Form 486 should 
be tiled. Anthony, the USAC representative could only say colloquially that 
''it depends on what the letter says .. , 

Not receiving clear guidance from the USAC Help Line, Mr. Le then 
contacted by email Tim Curtin, the Administrator who reviewed the appeal. 
See Exhibit E. In that emaiL the school specifically requested whether or 

3 
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# 
A 

B 

not to file the Form 486 within the original FCDL window or to wait until 
the revised fCDL was issued. Mr. Curtin never responded. 

Without any information from USAC, the school had to choose between 
presuming that filing a Form 486 prematurely that might result in funding at 
the 20% discount level, being denied entirely tor not complying with the 
Administrator's letter on denied funding, or waiting until receiving a revised 
FCDL. Given the risk, the school chose to wait, and now appeals USAC's 
start date determination. 

3. The need for a revised FCDL arose from USAC's own errors. 

The revised FCDL was required mainly because the PIA reviewer did not 
wait to receive validation of the schoors NSLP data from New York State's 
E-rate Coordinator and then submitted an FCDL which denied the school 
70% of the 90% discount eligibility. See Exhibit B. This error set into 
motion a lengthy appeal, which then lasted beyond the 120 Day window of 
this same FCDL. 

Conclusion 
The school should not be penalized on its Form 486 when the PIA reviewer 
refused to wait until the PIA deadline to deny 70% of priority funds to the 
school, which led to the appeal in the first place. Following that, USAC 
representatives either never responded to a request for clarity on whether to 
tile the Form 486 before the 120-Day deadline on its original or revised 
FCDL. Any guidance by USAC on either account would have been 
sufficient lor the school to submit a Form 486 within the original FCDL ·s 
window, if that was in fact a program requirement. 

Table of Exhibits 
Exhibit Importance 

31 January 2012 This letter was funded incorrectly from the outset at a 20% 
discount eligibility because the PIA reviewer did not wait 

Original Funding tor the state's E-rate Coordinator to validate the schoors 
Commitment Decision NSLP data. In the appeal submitted on 30 March 2012, 
Letter 2011, the deadline, but the reviewer placed the Form 471 

into the wave before the deadline for the school to submit 
and have its data validated by the state's E-rate 
Coordinator. 

Because of the length of this appeal documentation and that 
it is already within USAC's possession, only the appeal 
letter is provided as an exhibit. 

30 March 2012 See Exhibit A. 

School's Appeal to 
USAC of20% 
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discount eligibility 
c 23 May 2012 The letter was received by Mr. Le on 29 May 2012. even 

USAC though it was dated 23 May 2012. This left the school with 
Administrator's only 1 day to submit a Form 486. It did not make clear 
Decision on Appeal to whether the school needed to submit a Form 486. The 
BEN FCDL may constitute a denial of70% ofthe requested 

90% discount eligibility, as requested. The letter states that 
''if the original FCDL denied funding for the services 
covered by this appeal, Forms 486 cannot be filed until you 
have received your RFCDL,'' the school was concerned 
about prematurely submitting the Form 486 and risk being 
funded at the erroneous discount eligibility. 

Moreover, the reason the appeal was the result of an 
erroneous discount calculation, as discussed above. 

D 29 May 2012 Record of call placed to USAC requesting clarification on 
Call Log printout Revised Funding Commitment Decision Letter. 

E 30 May 2012 The school sought clarification by the reviewer of the 
Email to Tim Curtin at appeal two days before the deadline to tile a Form 486 
USAC requesting within the 120 Day window of the original FCDL. 
clarification 

F 22 June 2012 The RFCDL set a 120 day window to submit a Form 486 
Revised Funding of which the deadline would be 20 October 2012 
Commitment Decision 
Letter 

G 30 August 2012 This Form 486 was submitted within the 120 day 
Form 486 timeframe of the revised FCDL. The Form 486 and 

Electronic Certification are two separate documents. 
H 2 October 2012 This is the basis of this written appeal. 

Form 486 Notification 
Letter 
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Fax: 347.226.9097 

Web: www.fahariacadcmy.org 

Facsimile Cover Sheet 
Date: 20 November 2012 

Send To: Schools and Libraries Division- Correspondence Unit c, '1 '\ r~ol (, S 'j 'L 

Att~·ntion: Letter of Appeal 

Office Location: 
30 Lanidex Plaza West 
P.O. Box 685 
Parsippany, NJ 07054-0685 

From: Paul Le 

Phone Number: 347.772.8553 

Total Pages lndudmg Co\'er: <; <; 

l!rgcnt 0 Repl~ ASAP 0 Please Comment 0 Please Review ~ For Your Information 0 

Comments: 

Attached please fmd letter of appeal and exhibits of Form 486 Application 919230. 
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Schools and Libraries Dl.Vl.Sl.on 

fOlDING COMITMENT DECISION LITTIR 
(Funding Year 2011: 07 j0lj2011 - 06/30/2012) 

January 31, 2012 

Paul Le 
NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 
342 East 119th St., Suite 3A 
New York, NY 10035 

Re: lora 47llpplicationNWiber: 816793 
Billed Entity Huaber (BEIO : 16061735 
Billed Entity rcc RN: 0020704581 
Applicant's lora Identifier: 2011-Montessori-Prl.orityl 

Thank you for your Funding Year 2011 applicat~on for Universal Serv1.ce Support and for 
any assistance you prov1.ded throughout our rev~ew. The current status of the fund1.ng 
request(s) in the Form 471 application cited above and featured in the Fund1ng Commitment 
Report(s) (Report) at the end of this letter 1s as follows. 

- The amount 1 $31760.80 is "Approved." 

Please refer to the Report follow1ng th1.s letter for specif1c fund1.ng request 
decl.S.lons and explanatl.ons. The Universal Service Administrat1.ve Company (USAC) 1s also 
sending this 1nformat1.on to your serv1.ce provider(s) so preparat1.ons can beg1.n £or 
.lmplement.lng your approved discount( s) after you flle FCC Form 486, Rece1.pt of SerVlce 
Conf1.rmat1.on Fcrrn. A gu1.dc t.h<4t prov1.des a dcfuatJ.on for c~ch l::.r<.e cf the Repct·t. 
is ava1.lable 1.n the Reference Area of our website. 

NEXT STEPS 

- Work with your serv1.ce provider to determ1ne 1.f you WJ.ll rece1.ve discounted b.llls or 
if you will request re1.mbursement from USAC after pay1.ng your bills in full 

- Review technology planning approval requirements 
Rev1.ew CIPA requ1.rements 

- F1le Form 486 
- Invo1.ce USAC us 1.ng the Form 4 74 ( serv1.ce provider) or Form 4 72 ( B1.lled Entity 

appllcant) - as products and serv1ces are be1.ng delivered and b1.lled 

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION: 

You have the option of filing an appeal w~th the SLO or d1.rectly Wl.th the Federal 
Commun:Lcatl.ons Comml.SSJ.on (FCC). 

If you wish to appeal a deCl.Sl.On :Ln thl.S letter to USAC, rour appeal must be rece.lved 
by USAC or postmarked w1.th1n 60 days of the date of this etter. Fa1.lure to meet thJ.s 
requ1.rement Wlll result .ln automat1.c dismissal of your appeal. In your letter of appeal: 

1. Include the name, address I telephone number I fax number, and (if ava1.lable) ema.tl 
address for the person who can most read1.ly d.lscuss thJ.s appeal Wl.th us. 

2. State outn.ght that your letter J.s an appeal. 
letter and the dec1.s1.on you are appealing: 

Include the follow1.ng to 1.dent1fy the 

- Appellant name I 

Applicant name and service provider name, ~£ d:Lfferent from appellant, 
- Appll.cant BEN and Serv1.ce Provider ldent:Lhcat:Lon Number (SPIN), 
- Form 4 71 Appll.cation Number 816793 as ass1.gned by USAC I 

"Fund1.ng Commitment Dec~sion Letter for Funding Year 2011," AND 
- The exact text or the decisl.on that you are appeallng. 

Sd10ob ;md ltbran.::- Di\ I!>Hlll " ( orr.:spomknc.: L:mt 
.10 Lamdcx Pla7a West. J>( l B~)' o~5. Pm:>~ppon;·.I\J 070:\-l Oh!\5 

VJ!>ll U!> onhm: at. H '''" II'''' ·.urg. ,f 
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3. Please keep your letter to the po1nt, and prov1de documentat1on to support your 
appeal. Be sure to keep a copy of your ent1re appeal, 1ncluding any correspondence 
and documentatJ.on. 

4. If you are the appl1cant, please prov1de a copy of your appeal to the serv1ce 
prov.1der ( s) affected by USAC' s decision. If you are the service provider, please 
prov1de a copy of your appeal to the applJ.cant(s) affected by USAC's decJ.sJ.on. 

5. Prov1de an authorized signature on your letter of appeal. 

To subm1.t your appeal to USAC by email, ema1.l your appeal to 
appeals@sl. un1versalservice. org. USAC w1.ll automatically reply to 1.ncom1ng emaJ.ls 
to confirm rece1.pt. 

To subml.t your appeal to USAC by fax, fax your appeal to (973) 599-6542. 

To subm1.t your appeal to USAC on paper, send your appeal to: 

Letter of Appeal 
Schools and Librar1.es Dl.Vl.sl.on- CorrespondenceUm.t 
30 LanJ.dex Plaza West 
PO Box 685 
Parsl.ppany, NJ 07054-0685 

If you w1.sh to appeal a decl.sl.on in th.1s letter to the FCC, you should refer to 
CC Docket No. 02·6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your appeal must 
be received by the FCC or postmarked w1.th1.n 60 days of the date of this letter. 
Failure to meet this requ1rement 'tll.ll result 1.n automatic dismissal of your appeal. 
We strongly recolllllend that ¥ou use the electronic filing options descr1bed in the 
"Appeals Procedure" posted l.n the Reference Area of our website. If you are 
submitting your appeal via Um.ted States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of 
the Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Wash1.ngton, DC 20554. 

OBLIGATION TO PAY NON-DISCOUNT PORTION 

Applicants are req!.l::.red to pay the non-dl.scount portl.on of th,. cost of the products 
and/or services to the1r service prov1.der(s). Service prov1.ders are required to 
b1.1l applicants for the non-dl.Scount port1.on. The FCC stated that requuing 
applicants to pay their share ensures eff1.c1ency and accountab1.l1.ty 1.n the program. 
If USAC J.s beJ.ng b1.lled Vl.a the FCC Form 474, the serVl.ce prov1.der must bill the 
applicant at the same t1.11e J.t b1.lls USAC. If USAC l.S be1.ng billed via the FCC Form 
4 72, the appll.cant pays the service provider 1.n full (the non-discount plus 
d1.scount portion) and then seeks re~mbursement from USAC. If you are us1.ng a 
trade-in as part of your non-discount port1.on, please refer to our website for more 
1nformat1.on. 

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY 

Appl1.cants' rece1.pt of funding comm~tments 1.s cont1.ngent on the1.r compl1.ance w1.th all 
statutory, regulatory, and procedural requ1.rements of the Schools and L1brar1.es Program. 
Applicants who have received funding commitments continue to be subJect to audits and 
other reviews that USAC andjor the FCC may undertake per1.odically to assure that funds 
that have been committed are being used 1.n accordance with all such rec;ruirements. USAC 
may be requ1.red to reduce or cancel funding coJa.mitments that were not 1.ssued 1.n 
accordance Wl.th such requJ.rements, whether due to action or 1.nact1.on 1 1.nclud1ng but not 
l1.m1.ted to that by USAC, the appl1.cant, or the serv1.ce provJ.der. USAC, and other 
appropr1.ate author1.ties (l.ncluding but not l~m1ted to the FCC) 1 may pursue enforcement 
act1.ons and other means of recourse to collect 1.mproperly d1.sbursed funds. The t1m1.ng 
of payment of invo1ces may also be affected by the availability of funds based on the 
amount of funds collected from contributing telecommunl.cationscompanies. 

Schools and LJ.brarJ.es Dl.Vl.Sl.On 
Un1.versal Service Adml.nistrative Company 

FCDL/Schools and L1.brar1.es Division/USAC Page 2 of 6 01/31/2012 



Billed Entity Name: 
FUNDING CONMITMENT REPORT 
NEW YORK CITY l10NTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

BEN: 16061735 
Fund1ng Year: 2011 

Comment on RAL corrections: The site-spec1f1c d1.scount percentage was reduced to a 
level that could be vahdated based on third party data. 

Form 471 Apphcat1.on Number: 816793 
Fund1ng Request Number : 2220999 
Fund1n9 Status: Funded 
Category of Serv:~.ce: TelecommunicatJ.ons Serv1.ce 
Form 470 Apphcat1.on Number: 280360000878363 
SPIN: 143000677 
Serv1.ce Provider Name: Ver:~.z.on Wireless 
Contract Number : 11TM 
Billing Account Number: N/A 
liult1.ple Billl.ng Account Numbers: N 
Serv1.ce Start Date: 07/01/2011 
Service End Date: 06/30/2012 
Contract Award Date: N/A 
Contract Exp1rat:~.on Date: N/ A 
Site Ident1fier: 16061735 
Number of Months Recurr1.ng Service Prov1.ded 1.n Funding Year: 12 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Elig1.ble Recurring Charges: $10,164.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurrJ.ng Charges: $. 00 
Pre-dl.scount Amount: $10, 164.00 
OlScount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20% 
Funding Commitment Decision: $2,032.80- FRN approved; mod1.f1.ed by SLD 
Fund1ng Commitment Decision Explanation: t1Rl: The site-specl.fic discount percentage 
was reduced to a level that could be val1.dated based on third party data. 

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012 
Wave Number : b32 
Last Allowable Date for Oell.very and Installatl.on for Non-Recurn.ng SerVJ.ces: 09j30/2012 
Consultant Name: Paul Le 
Consultant Number (CRN): 16063863 
Consultant l!Jnployer: 1-aul Le 
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B1.lled Ent1.ty Name: 
FUNDING COMt1ITI1ENT REPORT 
NEW YORK CITY NONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

BEN: 16061735 
Fund~ng Year: 2011 

CollU'llent on RAL correct1ons: The site-spec.lfic dl.scount percentage was reduced to a 
level that could be val.1datedbased on th.1rd party data. 

Form 4 71 ApplicatJ.on Number: 816793 
Fund.1ng Request Number: 2221020 
Fund1.ng Status: Funded 
Categoryof Serv1.ce: Telecoamunl.cat1.onsServ1.ce 
Form 4 70 Appl1.cat1.on Number: 280360000878363 
SPIN: 143008617 
Serv1.ce Provider Name: Broadv1ew Networks Hold1.ngs, Inc 
Contract Number : N I A 
B1.lll.ng Account Number: N/ A 
Multiple B1.1ling Account Numbers: N 
Service Start Date: 07/01/2011 
Service End Date: N/A 
Contract Award Date: 03/22/2011 
Contract Exp1rat1.on Date: 06j30j2013 
S1te Ident~fier: 16061735 
Number of Months Recurr1ng Serv1.ce Prov1.ded in Fund1.ng Year: 12 
Annual Pre-dl.scount Allount for Ell.gible Recurr1ng Charges: $2,544.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurrJ.ng Charges: $. 00 
Pre-dl.scount Amount: $2 1 544.00 
Dl.scount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20% 
Fund1ng Commitment Decl.Sl.on: $508.80 - FRN approved; mod1.fied by SLD 
Fund1.ng Comm1.tment DecJ.sion ExplanatJ.on: MRl :The site-specific d1.scount percentage 
was reduced to a level that could be vall.dated based on third party data. 

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012 
Wave Number: 032 
Last Allowable Date for Del1.very and Installat1.on for Non-Recurn.ng Serv1.ces: 09/30/2012 
Consultant Name: Paul Le 
Consultant Number (CRN): 16063863 
Consultant Employer: Paul Le 
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FUNDING COMMITNENT REPORT 
BJ.lled Entity Name: NEW YORK CITY f'lONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

BEN: 16061735 
Fund:~.ng Year: 2011 

Comment on RAL correctl.ons: The sJ.te-specifJ.c dJ.scount percentage was reduced to a 
level that could be validated based on thJ.rd party data. 

Form 471 Apphcat:Lon Number: 816793 
Fund1ng Request Number: 2221036 
Funding Status: Funded 
Category of Serv1.ce: Internet Access 
Form 4 70 Applicat:~.on Number: 280360000878363 
SPIN: 14300/246 
Service Provider Name: Cablev1s1on Systems Corporat1.on (Education Dept) 
Contract Number: r1TM 
Billl.ng Account Number: N/A 
Mu1 tiple B1lling Account Numbers : N 
Serv1.ce Start Date: 07/01/2011 
Service End Date: 06/30/2012 
Contract Award Date: Nj A 
Contract Expirat1.on Date: N/A 
S:Lte Identifier: 16061735 
Number of Months Recurr1.ng Serv1.ce Prov1ded J.n Fund1ng Year: 12 
Annual Pre-ducount Amount for Ehgible RecurrJ.ng Charges: $1,320.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Ehgible Non-recurrl.ng Charges: $300.00 
Pre-ducount Amount: $1,620.00 
Dl.Scount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20% 
FundJ.ng Commitment Decisl.on: $324. 00 - FRN approved; modl.f 1.ed by SLD 
Fund1.ng Commitment Decision Explanation: l'IR1: The s1.te-specif1.c d1.scount percentage 
was reduced to a level that could be vall.dated based on thl.rd party data. 

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012 
Wave Number: 032 
Last Allowable Date for Dell.very and Installation for Non-Recurrl.ng Serv1.ces: 09/30/2012 
Consultant Name: Paul Le 
Consultant Number ( CRN) : 16063863 
Consultant Employer: Paul Le 
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Billed Ent1ty Name: 
FUNDING Cot-lMITl1ENT REPORT 
NEW YORK CITY l10NTESSOR1 CHARTER SCHOOL 

BEN: 16061735 
Fund1ng Year: 2011 

Comment on RAL correct1ons: The s1te-spec1f1c d1scount percentage was reduced to a 
level that could be val1datedbased on third party data. 

Form 471 Appll.cat.1on Number: 816793 
Funding Request Number: 2221175 
Fund1ng Status: Funded 
Category of Service: Internet Access 
Form 470 Apph.cation Number: 280360000878363 
SPIN: 1(,3000677 
SerVJ.ce Prov1der Name: Ver1zon Wireless 
Contract Number: MTM 
Bl.lllng Account Number: N/A 
MultJ.ple B1.lling Account Numbers: N 
Service Start Date: 07j0lj2011 
Service End Date: 06/30/2012 
Contract Award Date: N/A 
Contract Exp1rat1on Date: N/A 
S1.t.e Identl.fier: 16061735 
Number of Months Recurring Serv1.ce Prov1.ded in Fund1.ng Year: 12 
Annual Pre-dl.scount. Amount for Elig1ble Recurr1ng Charges: $4,476.00 
Annual Pre-dl.scount Amount for Eligible Non-recurn.ng Charges: $. 00 
Pre-dlscountAmount: $4,476.00 
Dl.Scount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20% 
Fund1.ng Comm1.tment. Dec1.s1.on: $895.20- FRN approved; mod1.fl.ed by SLD 
Funding Comtntment Dec1.s1.on Explanat.1on: MR1: The site-specific d:ucount percentage 
was reduced to a level that could be val1dated based on th1.rd party data. 

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012 
Wave Number: 032 
Last Allowable Date for Del1very and InstallatJ.on for Non-Recurrlng Serv1ces: 09/30/2012 
Consultant Name: Paul Le 
Consultant. Number (CRN): 16063863 
Consultant Employer: 1>aul Le 
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Required Elements for Appeal 

Contact Information 
Appellant/Organization Name New York City Montessori Charter School 
Billed Entity Number 16061735 
Contact Person Name Paul Le 
Contact Mailing Address 342 East 119111 St., Suite 3A 

New York, NY I 0035 
Contact Phone Number 347.772.8553 
Contact Email Address (preferred) crate .apps1£tc" mai l.qlln 

Appeal Information and Explanation 
Funding 2011 
Year 
Applicati Form 471 816793 
on 
Number 
Funding 2220999- Verizon Wireless (143000677) 
Request 222 I 020- Broadview Networks Holdings. Inc. (I 430086 I 7) 
Numbers 

2221036 -- Cablevision Systems Corporation (I 43007246) and 
Service 2221175- Verizon Wireless (143000677) 
Providers 
(SPIN) 
Appeal FCDL Date January 3 I, 20 I 2 incorrectly funded FRNs at 20% when they 
Reason should be funded at 90% 
Requeste Reinstate the requested discount percentage to 90%. 
d 
Outcome 
Appeal The school requests that the discount percentage be reinstated to the original 
Explanat1 90% because the New York State Education Department" s appointed E-rate 
on 

Coordinator confirmed the schoors eligibility at 90% and the school has 
submitted documentation supporting that finding. 

Background 
The Program Integrity Assurance review was conducted by USAC Associate 
Manager Maria Donawa. It began on October 20, 201 1 with Ms. Donawa·s 
first request for information under PIA. See Exhibits A and B. The schooL as 
represented by Mr. Paul Le, the school's consultant under Letter of Agency 
dated December 3, 2010, submitted their response to Ms. Donawa·s request. 
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See Exhibits C, D and E. 

Argument for Appeal 
The basis for the appeal can be seen in the rest of the communications between 
Ms. Donawa and NYCMCS in Exhibits F: through Z. Ms. Donawa rejected all 
ofthe school's documentation of free and reduced price lunch eligibility, 
despite information and evidence showing that a New York state chartered. 
New York City-based public charter school using the New York City 
Department of Education's (NYCDOE) food service is I) not allowed to use 
free/reduced lunch forms from the state because 2) the NYCDOE free/reduced 
lunch forms act as New York State's official documentation and 3) in New 
York City, the school must also accept poverty determinations from other city 
agencies like the New York City Department of Human Resources 
Administration. All of that information is recorded into a central New York 
City schools database and in effect is the most accurate, verified report of 
students participating in the NSLP. as shown in Exhibits D. E. K. Q, RandY. 

Despite those rejections, Ms. Donawa did request that NYCMCS validate its 
data with the State's F-rate Coordinator, Win Himsworth. See Exhibit A. 
However, in a span ofthree days, Ms. Donawa gave NYCMCS unclear 
deadlines to provide this validation: until January 31, 2012 (Exhibits G/H) and 
then no deadline at all (Exhibits L .I and M) to provide the documentation 
needed to move the Form 4 71 Application to funding stage. 

Operating under the assumption that the school had at least until January 31. 
2012 to provide the requested validation from Mr. Himsworth. NYCMCS 
made those requests for validation on at least three occasions on January 20, 
23. and 28.2012. See Exhibits K, 0 and W. As shown in Exhibit X. he then 
responded to verify the same data than what NYCMCS provided originally on 
November 4, 2011 (Exhibits DIE) and again, in supplemental form on January 
24. 2012 (Exhibits Q/R). 

Despite providing a deadline of at least January 31. 2012, Ms. Donawa pushed 
before January 29, 2012 NYCMCS"s Priority I application into Wave 32. 
funding the school's application at 20%. and then stated that the school should 
appeal (See Exhibit Y), even though it had provided documentation and 
validation all along, and well within deadline, of its status as a school with a 
free/reduced price lunch population above 75%. 

To this end, NYCMCS respectfully requests that the Form 4 71 Application 
Number 816793, representing FRN #s 2220999, 2221020. 2221036. and 
2221175 be funded at 90%. not 20°/c>. 

Point I. The school received confirmation from New York State's E-rate 
Coordinator that the school met the requirements for a 90'% discount 
before USAC's deadline to submit documentation. 
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In the below chronology of email communications and as attached in the table 
of exhibits, New York City Montessori Charter School (hereinafter NYCMCS) 
submitted documentation and validation that the school's free/reduced price 
lunch population was above 75% he fore USACs PIA deadline of January 31. 
2012. We submit that this alone should allow the FCDL to be reissued at 90%. 

Explanation 
In an email dated January 16, 2012, below as Exhibits G and H, Ms. Donawa 
attached a letter providing a deadline of January 31, 2012. In another email 
that same day, Ms. Donawa for the first time stated that NYCMCS can have 
the state F-rate Coordinator validate the NSLP documentation that the school 
provided. See Exhibit F. 

Three days later on January 19, bef()fe NYCMCS could respond with 
additional documentation, Ms. Donawa sent a determination letter (Exhibits I 
and J) of a 20% discount eligibility. In response to Mr. Le"s email requesting a 
call for clarification (Exhibit M), she stated that same day that there was no 
deadline to provide updated information at all. In her words, .. If you can have 
the NY state crate coordinator validate that the document you provided is 
acceptable I will pull the application back. The notification ofthe discount 
modification does not have due date.'" See Exhibit N. The understanding then, 
is that NYCMCS had at least until January 31, 2012 to supply Ms. Donawa 
with either documentation acceptable to her or the validation from the state E­
rate Coordinator. 

On January 20, 2012, in response to Ms. Donawa · s determination letter. Mr. 
Le had done both. He responded by challenging the determination and also 
requesting that the E-rate Coordinator validate the documentation provided. 
See Exhibit K and E. Mr. Le then sent two additional requests for validation 
on January 23 (Exhibit 0) and 28 (Exhibit W), and also informed Ms. Donawa 
on January 20 (Exhibit K. via carbon copy). January 23 (Exhibit N), and 
January 24 (Exhibit T) that he had done so. Ms. Donawa, even though she had 
the Coordinator's email address herself (Exhibit A), could not even wait 24 
hours for a response from Mr. 1-limsworth (see Exhibit P). even though there 
were seven days left for him to respond. 

NYCMCS then again produced on January 24 other meal claim forms that it 
uses to secure reimbursement for students eligible for tree/reduced price lunch. 
See Exhibits Q and R. 

Despite the request for validation, Ms. Donawa submitted the school's Form 
4 71 for a FCDL in Wave 32 no later than January 29, 2012 he fore providing 
the State· s E-rate Coordinator the opportunity to respond by her posted 
deadline of January 3 L 2012. 

Conclusion 
NYCMCS submitted all required information on time. and submitted the 
requested validation from Mr. Himsworth before the January 31, 2012 

4 
New York City Montesson Charter School 

416 Willis Avenue 
Bronx. New York I 0454 



deadline. Moreover. none of the documentation that the school provided ever 
contradicted a discount eligibility determination of 90%. To that end. the 
school requests that the FCDL dated January 31. 2012 be adjusted accordingly 
to 90% for all associated FRNs 

Point II. The school provided valid documentation of a 90°/., discount 
eligibility, given local and state constraints on charter schools authorized 
by the state, but operating in New York City. 

Background 
Ms. Donawa rejected all of the school's documentation supporting a 90% 
discount eligibility and was not flexible to understand the complicated nature 
of a New York City-based public charter school authorized by New York State 
to provide documentation of its eligibility. The documentation meets FCC and 
USAC requirements to determine eligibility. 

Explanation 
To determine eligibility at the time of posting its Form 471. the school posted 
accurately that it had no students but did qualify at 90%. Per New York State 
Law, as seen here at http://\\'"'" .r 12.n_: sed.gm /psc/artickS6.html under 
§2854(2)(b), a charter school "shall enroll each eligible student who submits a 
timely application by the first day of April each year, unless the number of 
applications exceeds the capacity of the grade level or building:· This 
deadline is always a.fier the Fonn 471 deadline. As such. until such time as the 
school opens and can provide actual NSLP eligibility of its enrolled students. 
the only way for any New York state charter school to provide information on 
upcoming enrollment is to collect data from existing sources, as described in 
http:/ /usac .org/sl/appl icants/stcpOS/al tcmat i \ c-d iscount -mcc han isms.asp:-... 

As explained in Exhibit K. NYCMCS did just that. It relied on the School 
Demographics and Accountability Snapshot for Community District 7 that is 
provided by the New York City Department of Education. That snapshot 
tallies the actual number of all students in each school of that district. and 
reports such data as their NSLP eligibility as collected by the NSLP form that 
the New York City Department of Education requires that schools participating 
in the Department's lunch program administer each year in September. To that 
end, NYCMCS tallied the number of prospective K and I students and their 
actual NSLP eligibility and made a determination of at least 75% of its 
students were eligible. 

Once the school has opened, if a charter school utilizes the New York City 
Department of Education Food Service (as seen on page 4 of http.//\_\'''' .~lpt­
osfns,urg/_o~liLslmcctls/Nlsi!!L!igtbiltt)j _20 I 1-
:20 12~~()~0Li~t 1Ytl:2Do t'%20( 'harter'Vc~20Sc hools'~o20i n'~o20 [)()] .t~,;_o20 I· ood~1:1 \ icc 
11'()2()PrognuuJ2s,!t). it is required to use the Department's NSLP application. 
found here: http://\\'"'' .upt-us!'ns.urg/us!'ns/r"vlcalsapplt'otllls reduced .tsp:-... 
That application is processed by the Department and not by the school. and 
those forms are scanned and retained at Department offices, as illustrated here 
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bnp://\~.\U.~-.012.Lillili1s,mg/~lsli1slmcals/dd~tu1Ub~ and here: llltni\~ ~~~~ll2l­
osljl:"~-')D~Lo~t!l~/10~£!I~1J1.D) tw.P.[igtti~liJ)c@tlitlli.l_;.() I I: 
~~U 1lDstrul:!iQ!~!9i'l!l!21!! iLl\ ppl ~-~U ionsJ:V.ii~anni!lJ:UXIf. To determine every 
student's eligibility, all New York City schools (public and charter) must log 
onto a database called Automate The Schools (ATS). A TS coordinates data 
among all of the city's agencies, including Department of Health, Department 
of Homeless Services, and the Human Resources Administration (Medicaid, 
TANF, Food Stamp eligibility), and reports it for accountability to the state 
level. Please see page 29-30 ofthe attached manual here: 
llttj) :1 I v, \\_ \\_. p I ~ .tl) sql.gu \I ~c~ll:<ll I at chi' L:~l/0 70XL}ol,; ~t_l)lcl}t~Htun!U ~ct s f\!l<!!Ht_<tl.~l 
oc or page 7 of the report guide here: 
l![!_p_:jjy,~~ \"- J!12:!l.Y ~~O,g!l\ liJ~l~~ t:l~[cports/Sl RS. 3 10 _2(2 HU l­
!\nnl1~~!1lS~~illll2i:!~tl~SL~l.~P Lmll". Both guides illustrate that demographic 
data, which is used for state reports is generated from city collection sources 
that post in A TS. 

Given these constraints, NYCMCS provided in Exhibit E a redacted printout of 
its A TS report showing which students qualified for NSLP from the survey 
forms (code 1 and 2). That report also includes students coded as .. A .. or who 
are automatically eligible for NSLP based on income eligibility guidelines that 
the state has established under Medicaid or food stamp eligibility. 
Furthermore, NYCMCS provided to Ms. Donawa in Exhibit R meal claim 
forms providing data of the same proportion of students qualifying f()r NSLP. 

As such, unlike other schools in other states or even public schools outside of 
New York City, city-based charter schools and public schools like NYCMCS 
using NYCDOE Food Services are listed as schools under the NYC' 
( 'hancellor ·s (!ffice when reporting meal claim reimbursements at the state 
level. See Exhibit X, where Mr. Himsworth verities this fact. They will never 
have NSLP survey forms and will never have NSLP meal claim 
reimbursement forms with New York State Department of Education on the 
letterhead because the NYCDOE acts as a proxy tor all schools receiving its 
services. 

Conclusion 
Whether during at the time of application for the Form 4 71 or during Program 
Integrity Assurance, NYCMCS provided the requisite documentation to 
determine its discount eligibility. Given the constraints of New York State 
regulations and New York City administration for public and charter schools 
using New York City Department of Education food services. NYCMCS 
provided the actual numbers of NSLP eligible students on its roster. and that 
number was above 75%. This documentation was then validated hy the State"s 
E-rate Coordinator well within the timeframes set hy Ms. Donawa. %. To that 
end. the school requests that the FCDI, dated January 31. 2012 he adjusted 
accordingly to 90% tor all associated FRNs 
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Table of Exhibits 
# Exhibit Importance 

A 10 October 2011 First PIA for discount eligibility; deadline of 4 November 
Donawa Email to Le 2011 given 

B 1 0 October 2011 First PIA for discount eligibility; Exhibit encloses the letter 
Donawa Email attachment to above Exhibit A 
Attachment to Le 

c 3 December 2010 Signed letter of agency by School Principal directing Paul 
Letter of Agency Le to coordinate E-rate application on NYCMCS's behalf 

D 4 November 2011 Response email to PIA, Exhibit A 
E 4 November 2011 Attachment to Exhibit D: it encloses the school's 

explanation f()r its discount determination of 90% and also 
provides free/reduced price lunch information (NSLP) that 
pulls in data 

F 16 January 2012 Ms. Donawa requests f()rwarding the lunch claim f()rms 
Donawa Email to Le and free/reduced price lunch meal eligibility counts to the 

state E-rate coordinator tor validation. 
G 16 January 2012 Request for additional information for discount eligibility 

Donawa Email toLe 
H 16 January 2012 Ms. Donawa sends request for discount eligibility 

Donawa Email determination. with a deadline of January 31. 2012 
Attachment to Le 

I 19 January 2012 20% funding determination letter is attached. 
Donawa Email toLe 

.I 19 January 2012 Ms. Donawa sends a 20% discount eligibility 
Donawa Email determination letter. three days after giving a deadline of 
Attachment to Le January 3 I. 2012 to provide additional documentation. 

The attached letter provides an opportunity to submit 
additional supporting documentation to show the school is 
a 90% discount eligible school 

K 20 January 2012 Le NYCMCS emails Ms. Donawa that challenges 20% 
Email to Donawa determination and provides additional documentation and 

support stating that state documentation will never be 
available f()r a NYC based charter school using NYCDOE 
food services. The letter also illustrates that f()f a charter 
school that would open its doors in Fall 20 I L using data 
from existing sources of its planned district of location is 
permissible to calculate the free/reduced price lunch 
population. See USAC's website that describes this 
alternative: hllp./lll_,..,~tc ,ot g/slt'<tJ)pl icanb/skp05/~<tllL'nl(tl i \ c~ 
disco unl ~ tncc ha 11 istns.asp,. In this vein. the school relied 
on a spreadsheet generated by the NYC Department of 
Education that tallied the actual number of students from 
each school within Community School District 7 and 
included the free/reduced lunch status as determined by the 
national free/reduced price lunch application used by all 
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New York City public schools. 

The same email requests the NYS E-rate Coordinator to 
validate the discount percentage. 

L 23 January 2012 Le NYCMCS emails Ms. Donawa requesting conversation via 
Email to Donawa phone to discuss discount eligibility determination 

M 23 January 2012 Ms. Donawa emails NYCMCS stating that with the 
Donawa Email toLe January 19111 letter, there is no deadline to provide the 

validation of the school's documents. 
N 23 January 2012 Le NYCMCS informs Ms. Donawa that the state E-rate 

Email to Donawa coordinator has been informed and requests guidance on 
additional documentation necessary to establish 90% 
discount eligibility. 

·--
0 23 January 2012 Le NYCMCS requests validation a second time from the state 

Email to Himsworth E-rate coordinator 
p 24 January 2012 Less than 24 hours after emailing Ms. Donawa that the 

Donawa Email toLe state E-rate coordinator has been requested to validate the 
inf(mnation, Ms. Donawa emails to inform that she has not 
received any response. She also does not provide any 
additional guidance for the additional documentation. 

Q 24 January 2012 Le NYCMCS provides meal claim form documentation 
Email to Donawa 

R 24 January 2012 Le NYCMCS provides additional meal claim forms that the 
Email Attachment to school submits to the city agency that handles free/reduced 
Donawa price lunch reimbursement. It is the only mechanism that 

the school can use to request reimbursement f(H students 
qualifying f()r free/reduced _£rice lunch under the NSLP. 

s 24 January 2012 Ms. Donawa states the documentation is not acceptable. 
Donawa Email toLe with no guidelines. 

T 24 January 2012 Le NYCMCS informs Ms. Donawa again that the school has 
Email to Donawa been reaching out to Mr. Himsworth to secure validation of 

its documentation. The school also provides an 
explanation as to how the meal claim form fits the 
requirements stated under Option 1 and Option 2 from the 
original PIA reguest in Exhibit B. 

u 24 January 2012 Ms. Donawa states the documentation was rejected because 
Donawa Email toLe it was not from the New York State Department of 

Education. This documentation is the only means of 
reimbursement claim available to the school, given that it is 
based in New York City and uses New York City 
Department of Education f()()d service. 

v 28 January 2012 Le NYCMCS provides the LEA code that Ms. Donawa 
Email to Donawa requests in Exhibit U. 

w 28 January 2012 Le NYCMCS sends a third email requesting validation of its 
Email to Himsworth meal forms and poverty data. 

X 29 January 2012 The State E-ratc Coordinator validates the data before the 
Himsworth Email to January 31, 2012 deadline, and states that as noted in all 
Donawa communications, that NYCMCS is a school operating 
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y 29 January 2012 
Donawa Emai I to Le 

z 29 January 2012 Lc 
Email to Donawa 

31 January 2012 
USAC FCDL 

under the NYC Chancellor's Otlice. aka as the New York 
City Dcp~rtment of Education. 
Ms. Donawa informs NYCMCS that the application was 
already put in the wave, presumably at 20% 
NYCMCS emails Donawa seeking clarification of the 
deadlines that she had set. and requesting that the 
appjication be _pulled. 
Deadline that Ms. Donawa provided to receive either 
validation or documentation of the school· s discount 
eligibility. Instead, this date is the issue date for the FCDL 
approving Priority I services at 20%. 
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"eeeived & Inspected 

rEB 1 1 2013 

FCC Mail Room 
Paul Le <erate apps®gma1l com> 
k i,•r- (.;rtr• 

Re NYCMCS 

Hope you and your son enjoyed graduation, I trust that th1s pivotal next step also means some pos1t1ve emanc1pat1on lor you as weiJI 

I rece1ved your appeal approval letter m the ma1l today and I just had one qu1ck question, g1ven that the school's 120 day deadline to hie a Form 
486 IS actually today, Wednesday, May 30 It's unclear whether the letter states that the deadline to file the Form 486 IS in fact today, or 120 
days from an RFCDL On one hand, the original FCDL, which included all of the school's P1 requests, did approve funding, 1t d1d so at 20%, 
wh1ch to me IS a demal of funding for services at 90%. 

Can you adv1se as to whether I should l1le the Form 486 today or wa1t for the RFCDL? 

p 

On May 9, 2012, at 9 04 AM. Curtm, T1m wrote 

f hat's fme My number rs 9 73 581 5038 

Or1gmal Message 
From Paul Le [ma1lto erate apps@gmarl cornj 
Sent Wednesday May 09 2012 1 07 AM 
To Curtm, T1m 
Subrect NYCMCS 

H1l11ll 

I lope all IS well I rece1ved your vo1cema1ls and returned 11 today 
Would you have t1me somet1me today to talk over the phone? I'm headed 
to meetmgs from 10 30 until late afternoon but can try and touch base 
after or at 1 0 am before you head oft on your days oft 

ll1anks 
Paul 

Confrdent•ality Not1ce 1 he mformat1on rn th1s e-mail and any attachments thereto IS rntended for the named rec1prent(s) only f hrs e ma11 
1nclud1ng any attachments may conta1n 1nformat1on that rs pnvileged and conhdent1al and suhrect to legal restnct1ons and penallies regard•ng 
1ts unauthonzed disclosure or other use If you are not the 1ntended rec1p1ent you are hereby not1hed that any drsclosure copy1ng d1stnhut10n 
or the takmg of any action or maclion rn reliance on the contents of ttus e ma11 and any of 1ts attachments IS Sl RICTl. Y PROHIBITf::D II you 
have rece1ved th1s e-ma1l 1n error please 1mmed1ately not1fy the sender v1a return e-ma1l delete thiS e-mail and all attachments from your P rna,: 
system and your computer system and network and destroy any paper cop1es you may have 111 your possession Thank you for yow 
cooperation 


